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the USTeyoor district. Mr. Mead having now retired from
active participation in mission work, Mr. Leitch devoted
some months to a preliminary study of the language and
people, <fec., and to the erection of a dispensary at Eeyoor,
which he opened in March, 1853. Here he laboured with
singular zeal and unremitting energy; and was joined in the
following July by Bev. Frederic Baylis, who had previously
had charge of the English Institution at Madras for three
years.

But in the midst of his activity and usefulness Leitch,
like Spencer of Liverpool, was suddenly cut off. On the
morning of 25th August, 1853, Messrs. Baylis and Leitch
resolved to go down to Muttam* on the sea-coast, about
six miles from Itfeyoor, where Mr. and Mrs, Lewis were
then spending a few days. In the evening the colleagues
went together to bathe in the sea, in a place where
Leitch had been accustomed to bathe on former visits to
the place.

" Being remarkably quick in all his movements," wrote
Mr. Baylis, " he was at the place and in the water several
minutes before I was ready. We were behind some rocks,
so that I could not see the part of the sea where he was till
I had gone out into the water myself. I then saw him for
a moment among the waves a little way out, not farther than
we had both been when bathing there a few weeks before*
As I was hastening to join him, in passing round the corner
of a rock, a strong wave rushing past from behind threw me
down, and was, as I felt in a moment, carrying me out with
considerable force. I immediately struck out for the shore,
and gained a footing again with some difficulty. When 1
recovered from the wave and looked about, I could nowhere
see Mr. Leitch. For a moment I fancied he might be
hidden from sight by a wave, but the next moment I felt
* See vignette on title-page.